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the more passengers that are killed, the more the trains exist.
Aeroplanes achieve existence only when they are hijacked. The
one and only destiny of motor-cars is to drive into plane- trees.
Fifty-two weekends a year, fifty-two casualty lists: so many dead
and all the better for the news media if the figures keep on going
upl{Behind the event there has to be a scandal, a fissure, a danger,
“as if life reveals jtself only by way of the  spectacular, as if what
speaks, what is significant, is always abnormal; natural cataclysms
or historical upheavals, social unrest, political scandals, [
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. the front-page splash, the banner headlines, '
Railway trains only begin to exist when they are derailed, and
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1 our haste to measure the historic, significant and revelatory,

inadmissible. What is scandalous isn’t the pit explosion, it's working
in coalmines. ‘Social problems’ aren’t ‘a matter of concern’ when
" there’s a strike, they are intolerable twenty-four hours out of
twenty-four, three hundred and sixty-five days a year. 3

forest fires, tunnels that cave in, the Drugstore des Champs-Elysées
burns down. Awfull Terrible! Monstrous! Scandalous! But where’s
the scandal? The true scandal? Has the newspaper told us anything

downs, things happen, as you can

daily papers talk of ev  the
oy me, they teach me nothing. What they recount doesn’t
concern me, doesn’t ask me questions. and doesn’t answer the
questions I ask or would like to ask.
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let’s not leave aside the essential: the truly intolerable, the truly

Tidal waves, volcanic eruptions, tower-blocks that collapse,

eéxcept: not to worry, as you can see life exists, with its ups and its ;
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‘What's really going on, what we're experiencing; the rest, all
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What is there under your wallpaper? £S o N _

How many movements does it take to dml a plgme n@ber?

Why? : e ; 3 »
Why don’t you find cigarettes in grocery stores? W:b};);nay. S
It matters little to me that th:yquemom nhoul& ; ragmen-

tary, barely indicative of a method?at most of a project. ’t mauers‘ »

a lot to me that they should seem trivial and futile: that's exactly

what makes them just as essential, if not more so, as all the other

questions by which we’ve tried in vain to lay hold on pur truth
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